e e T

S i

WINTER 202308

fe:

i




The Blue Springs High School Golden Regiment
Marching Band was treated to a surprise
announcement at its Bands of America
awards ceremony - an invitation to march at
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Dublin, Ireland,
on St. Patrick's Day, 2025.

Consul General Robert Hull from Ireland
took the microphone at the conclusion
of the ceremony, delivering the surprise
and sending the crowd of combined band
members grades eight through 12 into a
loud cheer. The eighth grade students will be
Golden Regiment freshmen when they travel
to Dublin.

Congratulations to the Golden Regiment.
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CME’S GENGELBACH NAMED KANSAS CITY DISTINGUISHED PRINCIPAL

s class after class

at Cordill-Mason

Elementary filed into
the school's cafeteria, staff
and students alike had fingers
pressed to their faces, reminding
them to “shhh.” The entire school
was involved in trying to pull off
a big surprise for their principal
Cassie Gengelbach - staff knew
she was being honored for an
award, students just knew their
job was to quietly gather and
cheer as loudly as they could
when she walked through the

Mission accomplished.

As Gengelbach walked into
the cafeteria, students greeted
her with a loud welcome,
and she had no idea she was
about to be named the Kansas
City Distinguished Principal
for 2023-2024 by the Kansas
City Elementary Principal's
Association. Gengelbach will now
represent BSSD and the Kansas
City, Missouri Metro as she
competes for the state award.

Not only did CME students
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family and members of BSSD
administration. CME Assistant
Principal Jaclyn Brunk shared
staff's thoughts of Gengelbach
which included, "Her commitment
to inspire others never ceases;
her love for her students is
unconditional; and, our love and
appreciation for her is difficult to
put into words. Everyone in this
room has been changed for the
better having worked alongside
Mrs. Gengelbach.”

“HER COMMITMENT TO INSPIRE

and staff honor Gengelbach, OTHERS NEVER CEASES.”
doors. . . “"CME ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
but special guests included her JACLYN BRUNK




Achigving and,

accomplishments.

Our continued mission is to provide the best
educational opportunities for all our students. As

s we mark the end of first semester and
the midway point of the 2023-2024 school
year, we take time to celebrate BSSD's

we grow academically and as a community, we also
update and upgrade current BSSD buildings to provide
students with the best educational opportunities.

We again have an opportunity to continue that

growth with a no tax rate increase bond issue on the
February 6, 2024 ballot.

This bond issue inc-

@ The current Career Innovation

Center (formerly the Blue Springs
Freshman Campus) building dates
back to 1954. The building has been
added onto or renovated eight times
in the last 69 years and will be razed
to provide a new state-of-the-art
facility with functional spaces for Real
World Learning programming like
Health Sciences, Physical Therapy,
Business, Gaming Technology,
Microsoft Technology, Aviation,
Culinary Arts, and Hospitality,

to name a few. The building will

also include a restaurant for the
hospitality and tourism programs and
an additional gymnasium for multi-
purpose and athletic use.

@ All four BSSD middle schools
would receive a multi-purpose
addition geared for fine arts that
would be reinforced to withstand an
EF-5 tornado.

€ James Walker Elementary,
Franklin Smith Elementary, and
William Yates Elementary will receive
office renovations and additions to
accommodate additional counselors,
mental health professionals, literacy
coaches, assistant principals,
interventionists, and other support
staff.

€ William Yates Elementary
has reached capacity. Additional
classrooms are necessary.

@ Franklin Smith Elementary
received an extensive remodel and
addition in the 2021 no tax rate
increase bond issue. The school still

needs new windows and exterior.

@ BSSD Superintendent Dr. Jerome
and the BSSD Board of Education
are committed to a second phase
of the projects. Another bond issue
will need to take place in the years to
come to address the infrastructure
at Thomas Ultican Elementary
and a second phase of the Career
Innovation Center. Be on the lookout
for community information sessions.
You may also contact info@bssd.net
for more information or questions
regarding the February 2024 no tax
rate increase bond issue.
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he Blue Springs South

High School Air Force
Junior ROTC program

is building a legacy of national
proportions. For the second straight
year, the Jaguars took home a
national championship from the
Annual All-Service Raider National
Championships in Georgia.

The Jaguars are back-to-back
national champions in the Air Force
division, which brings together
more than 1,400 cadets and
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instructors from across the country.

Last year, BSSHS won the mixed
division. This year they took first
place overall in the male division
with a squad that included eight
returning students led by Cadet
Colonel Anthony Lorek and Cadet
Lieutenant Colonel Zach Koso.

The Jaguars' male team placed
first among Air Force teams in the
4K mountain run and gauntlet, and
second in one rope bridge, cross

country rescue and physical team

test. Among 29 all-service JROTC
programs (Army, Navy, Air Force,
and Marine schools), the Jaguars
finished sixth overall nationally in
both the male and mixed divisions.

Senior Zach Koso was a member
of both national championship
teams, and a cadet leader this year.
He said the key to success is hard
work, but most of all functioning as
a team.

“It has been an honor to have
commanded this season's Raider



ROTC GOES DEEPER THAN JUST A
CLASS - IT IS A FAMILY FILLED WITH
MY BEST FRIENDS THAT | KNOW
WILL BE BY ME THROUGH LIFE.
-SENIOR ZACH K0SO

team alongside my best friend Anthony,
but the credit goes to the team - without
their work, dedication, and trust this
season would not have been possible.
JROTC goes deeper than just a class - it is
a family filled with my best friends that |
know will be with me through life.”

Senior Anthony Lorek was also a
member of both championship teams, and
this year's leader. He said the entire season
has been one to remember.

“It wasn't just Raider Nationals that
was great. It began back in August when
we started practice and we bonded with
our teammates. | have built new and
close relationships with teammates this
year because of how close we were as
ateam. JROTC has been a second home
throughout high school, and has given
me leadership opportunities, lifelong
relationships, and has guided me to what |
want to do in life.”

The Raider team and BSSHS AFJROTC
program is led by Colonel Stan Cole and
Senior Master Sergeant Courtney Jones.
The BSSHS AFJROTC program received an
“exceeds standards” rating during its Head
Quarters AFJROTC Unit Evaluation after
going through all aspects of the program
- uniform inspections, curriculum, finance,
logistics, health and wellness, drill,
instructor certifications, and more. This is

the highest rating a unit may receive.

= B AE
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JAGUAR, WILDCAT BANDS PERFORIM TOGETHER FOR FIRST TIME IN 20 YEARS

oth the Blue Springs High School Golden
B Regiment and Blue Springs South High
School Jaguar Pride marching bands
had historic 2023 seasons. But in the midst of all
the performances and competitions, the most
memorable event of the year might be the one

that included popsicles - and a historic combined
performance.

Last spring, the Golden Regiment had scheduled
an exhibition performance at the Kansas City
Championships held at Blue Springs South High
School. That idea grew when Jaguar Pride Director
Kenny Hansen and Golden Regiment Director Dr.
Tim Allshouse talked about a joint performance
at that competition - a chance to bring the bands
together for the camaraderie and musicality
benefit.

The song “September” by Earth, Wind and
Fire was chosen and each band worked on the
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music separately, gearing up for the combined
effort. Unfortunately, rain washed out the Kansas
City Championships, and the performance was
canceled - until the next week.

With a 30-minute joint rehearsal on the day
of the event finished by handing out popsicles,
the Jaguar Pride and Golden Regiment readied
to perform together at the Golden Regiment
Invitational. In the evening, after all the visiting
bands had competed, the two bands played
together for the first time since the 2002
homecoming game, for a combined Jaguar and
Wildcat crowd.

“Often musicians can feel isolated in their
own schools because it is a unique pathway,”
Tim Allshouse said. “Jaguar Pride Director
Kenny Hansen and | enjoyed putting the bands
together not only for the great music, but for the
connections the students could have across town
with other teenagers that are doing the same



each other and reminding us that music is fun and

doesn't have to be competitive all of the time.”

The National Champion Golden Regiment
Marching Band finished first place at the Grand
National Bands of America Championships in the
AAA division and fourth overall. The GR was the
only non-AAAA team to make finals and swept the
AAA caption awards, including Outstanding General
Effect, Outstanding Visual, and Outstanding Music.

The ensemble competed rigorously during the
competition to take home this prestigious ranking

activity. We truly are one community. We are South'’s

biggest supporters, and they are ours. It is so fun after taking first place at the St. Louis BOA Super

to share our love of band with each other and the Regional Championship two weekends prior.

community.” The Jaguar Pride ended its impressive season by

Hansen said the real winners were those in earning Grand Champion at the Bentonville Marching

attendance. “This was a great win for all the students Invitational, first place at the GR Invitational (Class

staff, and community to once again join together.” C), and fourth place, their best-ever finish, at the

_ ' Renegade Review (Tulsa, OK).
Golden Regiment tuba player Oliver Kellermeyer

added, “It was really fun to make music with other
tuba players and to meet other kids from Blue
Springs that are as passionate about band as we are.”

Jaguar Pride percussion captain Genely Gordon
added, “It made my senior season a lot more
enjoyable getting to play alongside new and old

friends. | am thankful to both directors for giving - et
. . ) BAND DIRECTORS Kenny HANSen
us the opportunity to have fun playing alongside AND DR. TIM ALLSHOUSE
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50 YEARS IN EDUCATION
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Current and former JLE staff members gathered
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ames Lewis Elementary marked its place in for the evening celebration. Former BSSD
BSSD history this fall, celebrating its 50th Superintendent Dr. Charles McGraw spoke to visitors
anniversary. The school celebrated the about what JLE was like in 1973, when he served
occasion with a schoolwide assembly during the as the school’s first principal. Current Principal
day and a public open house in the evening. There Devin Ceperley discussed the changes to the school
were 50th year t-shirts, performances of both over the years, including the new entrance and
school songs by the Supercat Singers choir, and playground provided by the 2021 no tax increase
a proclamation from Blue Springs Mayor Carson bond issue.
Ross declaring November 2, 2023, as "James Lewis Former principals Pat Crowe and Lori Reynolds
. Elementary Day.” also attended.
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PERFECT PAIRING

The PSAT helps students prepare for the SAT by

he BSSD has two students who have scored
a perfect 1520 on the annual Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
test (PSAT). Blue Springs High School junior Natalie

: Colbert and Blue Springs South High School junior
Vincent Medina each registered perfect scores.

: testing math, reading, and writing skills. High-scoring

students can earn national recognition, including a
National Merit Scholarship. The average score on the
PSAT nationwide is 920.

Vincent is a member of the BSSHS orchestra, jazz
band and swim team. Natalie is a member of the
Wildcats soccer and tennis teams.

Congratulations to Vincent and Natalie.

everal BSSD sports teams

had outstanding seasons

this fall. The Blue Springs
South High School Jaguars softball
team took second place in Missouri
Class 5, falling to Francis Howell. The
Jaguars continued a storied run that
has included three state titles in the
past six years and two second-place

finishes. The Jaguars finished the
year 27-3.

The Blue Springs South girls
country team placed second overall
at the Missouri Class 5 State Meet
for their seventh trophy in a row
and eighth trophy in the past 10
years. BSSHS Girls Cross Country
finished with three All-State

runners - Emma Allen in eighth
place, Ella Rew in 10th and Ashlyn
Wahrenbrock in 22nd.

The Blue Springs High School
Wildcats girls cross country team
finished third overall. All-State
runners were Abbey Brackenbury in
fifth, Paige Stuart in 19th and Faith
Fotiades in 28th.
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See How We Grow

BY MATTHEW WILLIS, 2024 MISSOURI TEACHER OF THE YEAR SEMIFINALIST

JAMES WALKER ELEMEenTARY FARIM TO TABLE CLUB STUDENTS HARVEST LeTTUCE FRO
THEe GARDEN THe CLUB MAINTAINS

s the first semester of 2023 comes to an end, we
A have much to celebrate in the Blue Springs School
District. | have the honor to serve on the instructional
staff for the Blue Springs High School Marching Band. While the
competitive exploits of the Golden Regiment are admirable and
fun to reflect on, where | take the most pride as an instructor is
seeing the personal growth of our students. | am in the unique

position to teach many band members from 6th grade until they

graduate high school.

Getting to see students who | helped get started on trumpet as
beginners, developing as performers and competing on the field
at Lucas Oil Stadium is mind-blowing. We must teach beginning
instrumentalists everything. We teach them how to set their case

12 BluePrint | Winter 2023

“Growth
happens when
a person thinks
they are at
their limit and
then go a little
bit farther. ”




on the ground, open it
properly, where to place
their hands, how to form
and embouchure - | can
go on and on. Seeing
those students | had

in my beginning band
just four years ago on
the field as freshman
world class performers is i W

incredibly rewarding. SNE

It's what happens
in between those
benchmark events that makes the experience worth
it. | get to see growth happen in real time. | get to see
the proud look on a student’s face when they finally
lock in a difficult passage or master a complicated
move. It is all about the personal growth | see in
students and being there to help facilitate that
growth.

Here's the cool thing - this is happening all over
the BSSD at all levels. When | speak to coaches,
counselors, and math teachers, our conversations
center around this subject of personal growth.
We want to see our students grow as scholars,
teammates, and human beings. We want our students
to be hopeful that they can accomplish what they put
their mind to, what they work hard for. We want our
students to earn the right to celebrate their success
or be disappointed if they fail. Growth happens when
a person thinks they are at their limit and then go a
little bit farther.

Personal growth also happens when students
experience new and enlightening things. There are
clubs and activities at every building in the district
that aim to shift students’ paradigm or expand their
worldview. The James Walker Elementary Farm to
Table club was recently highlighted at the November
BSSD Board of Education Meeting. The club takes

TTHEW WILLIS, 2023-2024

BSSD TEACHER OF THe YEAR =

food from seed to meal and supports families in need
through the food they produce. Through participating
in this activity, students can have an impact on their
community through their actions.

At Brittany Hill Middle School, there are many
activities that help students demonstrate personal
growth. The Unity in Action club has the mission
of “making a change in yourself can help make a
change in someone else.” They have taken the lead
on creating a culture of understanding, educating
their peers during Native American Heritage Month,
and leading class presentations on coming together
through our differences. We also have a woodworking
club, where students engage in projects that aim to
uplift and beautify our community.

This March the BHMS 8th grade band will have the
opportunity to perform at the Music for All Regional
Concert Band Festival at the University of Missouri
- Kansas City. This is a new and exciting experience
for us, and we will have to push ourselves outside
of our comfort zone. One of the things | hope to
demonstrate through this experience is that through
discomfort comes growth, and with growth comes joy.
Through being vulnerable and willing to grow, | can
be a champion for my students’ personal growth, and
hopefully help them to experience joy in their lives.
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The Givi
hroughout the BSSD, students
and staff have a long tradition
of giving and caring for our

community - especially those families

in need. Each year, our schools organize
fundraising drives. The funds are used
to shop for items that can bring comfort
to families who might otherwise
struggle during the holidays.

At Daniel Young Elementary, students
in the Kindness Club sold candy canes
during their lunch period, raising
enough funds to purchase items for two
families.

Amellia Purcell, a student at Valley
View High School, wanted to help
Hope House, a local domestic violence
shelter, so she and fellow students
designed posters and hosted a item
donation at the school. Amellia
remembered when her grandmother
donated to Hope House, and wanted
to honor her by collecting clothes, toys,
household items and health products
this holiday season.

Blue Springs South High School's
Adopt-a-Family drive is a true
schoolwide and community effort.
Groups and clubs throughout the
school chip in by shopping for gifts and wrapping them.
This year, BSSHS adopted 36 families, totaling 169
people. The list of helping hands include: DECA, HOSA,
National Honor Society, Technology Student Association
(TSA), and the Jags' football, baseball, volleyball, girls and
boys swimming and diving, girls and boys basketball,
and cheerleading teams. Community leaders also help
sponsor the effort - including Kennedy's Jewelers,
Scooter’s, Fogel-Anderson Construction and Beta Gamma
Sorority.

5 | House!

Valley/View High School student Amellia Purcell
. collected items for Hope House.

One of the Jaguars’ fundraising campaigns collected
money during a “Penny War” in the cafeteria. The goal of
$250 was easily met, leading Principal Dr. Ryan Gettings
to reward the effort by going on a “turkey trot” during the
lunch hour - dressed in an inflatable turkey outfit.

South's Adopt-a-Family drive concludes with various
groups taking shifts to wrap presents and prepare each
delivery to those families in need.

Congratulations to our students and staff for displaying
the spirit of giving every holiday season.
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BSSD SPELLING B€e GOeS RECORD 46 RoUNDS

he 2023 BSSD Spelling
Bee reached record

territory, with participants
competing through 46 rounds - the
longest District Bee in BSSD history.
Eighth grade student Garrett Fry
of Delta Woods Middle School won
the overall title by outlasting fourth
grader Caleb Co of James Walker
Elementary.

Garrett became only the second
Blue Springs School District student
to advance to the semifinals of the
Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C. last year, reaching
the final 56. Caleb was competing
in his first BSSD Spelling Bee. Caleb
misspelled “Pleiades” in the 45th
round, and Garrett won in the 46th
by correctly spelling “tetrazzini.”
Dani Agate, a seventh grade student

at Moreland Ridge Middle School,
finished third overall.

Each BSSD building spelling
bee winner now advances to the
Mid-Continent Public Library’s
Online Semifinal Spelling Bee from
February 7-14, 2024.
2023-2024 BSSD Spelling
Bee Contestants

Alex Shaw, 7th grade
Brittany Hill Middle School

Garrett Fry, 8th grade
Delta Woods Middle School

Dani Agate, 7th grade
Moreland Ridge Middle School

Henry Bledsoe, 6th grade
Paul Kinder Middle School

Siena Darnall, 5th grade
Chapel Lakes Elementary

Jack Bartlett, 4th grade
Cordill-Mason Elementary

Grace Bales, 5th grade
Daniel Young Elementary

Emmalyn Vigliaturo, 4th grade
Franklin Smith Elementary

Hadley House, 5th grade
James Lewis Elementary

Caleb Co, 4th grade
James Walker Elementary

Kevin Le, 5th grade
John Nowlin Elementary

Aria Burroughs, 5th grade
Lucy Franklin Elementary

Hadley Henderson, 4th grade
Sunny Pointe Elementary

Amelia Martinez, 5th grade
Thomas Ultican Elementary

Gavin Backhus, 5th grade
Voy Spears Jr. Elementary

Mia Caudill, 5th grade
William Bryant Elementary

Carter Bruns, 5th grade
William Yates Elementary
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“ACE club has brilliantly created an enjoyable and educational
community at our high school. Its inclusive approach invites everyone to
join, and it's fascinating to connect with people who share similar interests in
Asian culture.”

.\ ¢

new club at Blue Springs

AHigh School not only
celebrates Asian culture, but is
also building a community of
students interested in sharing
each individual's heritage and
background.

The Asian Cultural Exploration
(ACE) Club began last year when
current club President and junior
Raymond Vo felt a need to create a
space to celebrate and educate his
and other students’ cultures. The
club created a Wildcat TV video for
Asian American and Pacific Islander
Heritage month for the first time
in BSHS school history, has visited
multicultural fairs at elementary
schools, partnered with the US at
BSHS diversity club, and presented
at staff meetings in multiple
schools.

"ACE club allows me to share
my culture with many other
Wildcats, and to build an inclusive
community that connects through
Asian culture,” Vo said. “Without
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ACE, | would've never met so
many people that have the same
experiences and background as
me. It has made me proud of my
heritage and legacy that will be left
at school after | graduate."

The ACE Club recently presented
to Franklin Smith Elementary’s
Journey Around the World Club.
The club participated in FSE's first
Multicultural Night last year and
third grade teacher Rani Khakh
liked their messaging.

“l am so impressed with the
students,” Khakh said. “Their
presentations were informative
and engaging. Most of all, my
students learned so much about
the cultures presented which will
create a better understanding and
acceptance of people who have
different cultural backgrounds and
heritage from them.”

FSE third grade student Dylan
Peyton learned a lot through the
ACE Club visit. “The presentation
was so cool,” he said. “I learned

SOTININUITILY 01 CULTURE

that in Vietnam the color red
means good luck. | learned the
Hawaiian dance and that it is a way
of communicating and telling a
story. | can't wait to learn more.”
Wildcat student Angela Castro
Sanchez said ACE Club is about
sharing multiple cultures and
stories. “ACE is one of the most
educational and fun clubs I've
been involved in. Something
very beautiful within the club is
that every member is different in
their unique background, getting
together to learn about Asian
culture. Also, you appreciate every
person with a leadership role, from
the president to the event planner,
and the media team. They worked
so hard to form the club it is today
and what it can be in the future.”
ACE is eyeing future growth and
currently seeking local sponsors.
Interested parties can contact the
group at aceclubwork@gmail.com.



H HOHLER LAW
Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Car Accidents

Mark A. Hohler
Attorney at Law

NOW OFFERING:

Blue Springs Municipal Court Defense

HohlerLawKC.com (816) 408-9434

Free Consultations by phone, in our office, or at your home. ‘

Choosing a lawyer & an important decizion and should not be based solely upon advenisements.

The mission of the Blue Springs School District,

the champion for personal growth,

is to ensure every student develops the skills and

dispositions to
thrive in a global community as a productive and
collaborative citizen through innovative education
distinguished by:

+ rigorous, accessible learning experiences

+ diverse opportunities for involvement and
leadership

+ aculture of understanding differences and
showing kindness

+ community partnerships that engage and
support students and their families.
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ain Street in Blue
Springs was filled
with the sights
and sounds of
the holiday season - the sounds
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coming from three BSSD elementary

school choirs as the city celebrated
the annual Mayor’s Christmas Tree
Lighting.

Choirs from Thomas Ultican,

William Bryant, and Cordill-Mason
elementaries sang classic holiday
songs to entertain visitors, who also
enjoyed food trucks and a visit from
Santa Claus.




unny Pointe Elementary decked the halls and
one special tree for the holidays. The school

held its annual “Magic Tree” lighting ceremony,
sponsored by the SPE PTA. More than 400 guests
came to enjoy cookies and cocoa, performances from the

SPE reading club and Puma Pride Choir, and holiday stories
read by Mrs. Claus.

The night was capped by the lighting of the Magic Tree
outside the main entrance. Guests counted down the
pulling of the switch and the Puma Pride Choir performed
holiday songs to finish the night.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Blue Springs School District does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs

and activities. The following persons have been
designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies:

Student Disability Inquiries
Dr. Jill Brown, Assistant Superintendent—Special
Services

Harassment, Discrimination, or
Retaliation Concerns

Dr. Leslie Evans—Assistant Superintendent of
Human Resources

1801 NW Vesper, Blue Springs, MO 64015 | (816)
874-3200

Facilities Inquiries

Mr. Seth Shippy, Director—Buildings and Grounds
5395 W. U.S. 40, Blue Springs, MO 64015 | (816)
874-3380

Title IX Complaints

Director of Compliance

Email title9@bssd.net or Call (816) 874-3200
1801 NW Vesper, Blue Springs, MO 64015
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Family Law

Personal Injury

Civil Litigation

Real Estate

Estate Planning/Probate
Oswald Rew [1C BSISIENR A ®)yole) g1 18 B

Serving Blue Springs for over 50 years.
Client Focused. Results Oriented.

WWW.or-law.com 816-229-8121

2 W{;\ Dr

TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY, contact the Office of Informatloh and Public Relatlons
Call (816) 874-3200 or email Barb Bush at Bbush@bssd.net
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ZARDA

HICKORY PIT BAR-B-0

THE CLASSIC —

ENJOY A ZARDA
FOR JUST $10!

MONDAY - FRIDAY

The Zarda Classic Lunch deal is Monday - Friday from 11 am to 2 p.m. Offfer Ends March 31st, 2024. May not be combined with other promotions,
offers, specialks, or discounts. Avallable at Zarda in Lenexa and Blue Springs for dine-fn, carry out, curbside, drive-thru or online ardening.

* WEDNESDAYS *
KIDSIEATREREE!

Kids Eat Free Promotion valid at Lenexa and Blue Springs Zarda locations on Wednesdays, avaifable for Dine-in only.
One free Kids Meal per adult entree $14.99. May not be combined with other promotions, offers, specials, or discounts.

BUY ONE annn g

LTD RESERVE SANDWICH | Hickosy pit sass. 0

|

: e

| GET ONE HALF OFF! | iz o % ,4
l | 1 K.

Present coupon on your phone at time of purchase. Bive Springs 816-229-9999
location ONLY. Offer good through March 31st, 2024, May not be
combined with other promotions, offers, specials, or discounts.
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